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PRESS RELEASE 

Contact: Walt Garrow, Chair 
(7 1 6 )  3 16-7826 

RAB CALLS ON U S .  A M Y  CORPS OF ENGINEERS FOR 
INPUT ON RADIOACTIVE STORAGE STTE REPORT 

'SIX Lake Ontario Ordnai~cc Works t-.I,OOW) Resturatioil Advisory Board ("WU3") announced 
today that it has asked the U.S. Arrny Corps of'Enginccrs, ("Corps") for an opportunity to 
cornnicnt on a D M F f  Remedial Investigation Rcporl ("Report'" on Qjc Niagara Faits Storage 
Site. prior to tile issue of a Final Report. 

'The Niagiira Falls Storage Site, or "NFSS," is a 191-acre site in the lbwn of 1,e~~isfon which 
houses a 3 1 -acre storage area containing radioactive waste fiorn atomic bomb production in ttlc 
1940's and 1950's. 'The waste includes nearly 2,000 curies, a ~nassive amount of Radium-226, 
cvhicll is a very high-activity radioactivc materid nixed in a damp powdered mineral waste. The 
KI'SS is located approxil~iatcly % mile east of the Lewiston-Porter Central School I'>ist-sjct. 

According to Wait Garrow, Chair ofthe M, "The NFSS Report will be the eulminrttion of 
rnore than a dccrnde of investigation and analysis of soils and geology nrc3und the NFSS. 'The 
findings of this Report will form tlie basis for analyses which will detemJnc whether the federal 
government intends to remove same or 311 of the radioactive material it1 Interim cotltaim~ent at 
the NFSS. " 

Garrow went on to say, "While the RAE3 has seen data that will be considered in the Report, it 
has not seen how the data will be used to reach conclusiilns about the safery of the facility. Once 
a Report is 17inaI. it becoines extremely difXcuIt for public input to influence the findings." 

Iirom the 1950's to the eariy 1980's, much ofthe radioactive material was stored in a 130-foot 
high vented silo on the NFSS property. In the early 1980's, the federal government decided to 
transfer the powdered radioactive material to underground storage c a l l ~ ~ l  tthc, "Interim Waste 
Containment Str'ucturc," nt the NFSS. 

According to RtZB Radiological Coml~iittce Chair Bill Hoeck, "'The Illteritn Structurc is an 
abandoned WWll water treatment plant four~dation at the NFSS. During transfw of the material 
from the silo in the early 1980's. engineered clay for side wails and a cap wcrc added to tnake an 
unde~-ground containment structure. However, bcncath the fo~tndation is a naturat layer of clay. 
We do not kt~ow if there was any damage to or penetratiori oi'tl~e natural clay botto~n during 
cor~stnrction of the water treatment plant in the 1940's." 
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I3r. Hoeck we11f on to indicate &at the Corps has not taka1 dala that uroulct indicate whetller the 
Radiu~n-226 has muvd from thc foundations uhere it uas placed, or w u l d  deternline whether 
groundwater has come in contact with the damp powdcred material. 'I'he KAIZ Radiological 
Cnmrnittec would like to view and contjnenl on (he Corps' modclit~g ofpotential public exposun: 
pathways for releases from the structure, prior to issuance of the Filral Report. 

'l'hc RAB also seeks Draft comnrcnts on this key Report from the NYS Dept. of Envirot~rnentd 
Conservation, the NYS Dept. of Health, and thc LJ.S. EPA. A11 of these agencies and the RAB 
have provided comments on D r d ~ s  of other Corps investigation rt7ports at the LOOW site, but 
inexplicabtj~, corornents have not been solicited by the Corps or? this pivotal NFSS invcstiglarioti 
Report, 

RAE3 Metnbership Coilrlnittee Chair Bill Choboy added. "Discussions between rhe agencies 
about this investigatioti havc taken place to the exclusiotl of the RAB arid sllould he brought out 
in front ofthe pubiic. before, nut after the Report is Final." 

The ccrmmut~ity is welcome to join the RAA as a metnbcr, or to sign up for the mailing list by 
contacting Rill Choboy at bilk3 13Rvahoo.com or 745-7790. The RAL3 website is 
-"loo~.~ab.org". 

'The RAB is n volunteer organimtion created as the comrnunity conduit for Army Corps of 
Engineers invcstigazions at the 12UOW site. The lnissinri of the RAB is to influence the 
investigation aud promate the satisfactory remediation of the Iornler 7.500 Eicre federal site 
Iomted in tl~e 'fowns of Zew'tstoton and Porter, NY. 'I'he RAB endeavors to ensure the cornn~unity 
is provided the op~wttunity as citrly as possible lo obtain informatio~~ about, provide input to, and 
have impact on, the decisior~s regarcling all investigations :md restoration activities. 

Mcmbers of the M B  irlclude representatives for .Ihe Towns of Lewistorr and Poner, Niagitril 
(lotinr)... tile 'Tttscarosa Enviramlej~lt OfGce, the Lew-Port Central School District, LOOW 
contractors, retired industry executjves, the Niagara Oo~tl-iky Health Dept,, the N Y S  DEC, thr: 
EPA, community volunteers, and academics from Niagara Universiry and the University at 
Buffalo. A11 muethgs we ope11 to the public. 
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